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The 2030 Agenda: What do we hope to achieve? 
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2030 Agenda: Goals, targets, indicators 
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“Despite significant advances in the availability of geospatial information and technologies, 

there is still a lack of awareness, understanding and uptake, particular at the policy and 

decision-making levels, of the vital and integrative role of geospatial information and 

related enabling architectures such as National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDIs) in 

contributing to national development. This lack of awareness and uptake is most prevalent 

in developing countries where national policies and technical capacities and capabilities 

need to be better aligned and considerably strengthened.” 
 

“There is presently no evident national policy or framework for governments to determine 

how geospatial information can be implemented and integrated into their development 

agendas. This lack of policy and guidance, with commensurate critical gaps and connection 

points with national geospatial methods and frameworks, is a visible impediment to 

developing countries and those most affected by the challenges and need to achieve 

national development.” 

 

A Strategic Framework for Integrating a Global Policy Agenda 

into National Geospatial Capabilities 

Research Paper: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10095020.2017.1325594  

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10095020.2017.1325594
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Global Geospatial Policy Framework 
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• In adopting resolution 2016/27 entitled ‘Strengthening institutional arrangements on 

geospatial information management’, ECOSOC acknowledged the considerable 

achievements of UN-GGIM and its role in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, and stressed the continued need to strengthen the 

coordination and coherence of global geospatial information management in capacity-

building, norm-setting, data collection, data dissemination and data sharing, among 

others, through appropriate coordination mechanisms. 

• The World Bank Group’s overarching mission is to reduce poverty, improve living 

conditions, and promote sustainable and comprehensive development in its developing 

member countries. It has established two ambitious goals to anchor its mission: end 

extreme poverty within a generation and boost shared prosperity. The Bank achieves these 

goals by providing finance, technical assistance, and through partnerships. 

 

Strengthening the Global Data Ecosystem 
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• Efforts by the Expanded Bureau, UNSD and the World Bank to explore and develop possible 

mechanisms for geospatial data, infrastructure and policies to be embedded more 

holistically within concessional financing, technical assistance and knowledge–sharing 

services and their subsequent implementation in developing countries. 

• Recognize the need for collaboration to develop an overarching Geospatial Framework 

that countries could reference when using geospatial information to develop national 

systems tailored to their own situations. 

• The Framework will include an Action Plan and Road Map on means for implementation, as 

well as elements such as the economic impact and value of geospatial information systems, 

investment needs and associated principles, tools, guides and good practices. 

 

Strengthening the Global Data Ecosystem 
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Principles, tools, guides and good practices 
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2030 Agenda: National Policy Context 

• The 2030 Agenda takes into account different national realities, capacities and levels of 

development; respecting national policies and priorities. 

• Each government decides how the aspirational and global SDGs and targets should be 

incorporated in national planning processes, policies and strategies. It is important to recognize 

the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes in national 

economic, social and environmental priorities. 
 

• Can we determine a national geospatial policy framework that is directed/guided by the global 

development policy frameworks, while accommodating individual country circumstances and 

individual organizational arrangements? 

• A framework that comprises principles that facilitate institutional transparency, good governance, 

integrity and is fundamental to national needs. 

• The framework would propose an environment where government organizations can cooperate, and 

thus improve, the management and exchange of geospatial information to support and serve the 

national interest. 
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National Geospatial Policy Context 
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1. With the enabling global mechanism of the 2030 Agenda, the challenge is how to most 
effectively transfer quickly evolving technology and data richness to the technology and 
data poor. Are we on the right track? Is this the right approach? 

2. The Framework needs to be implementable and sustainable, and cover many unique 
national circumstances. What additional topics, guides and good practices are needed? 

3. How do we develop the Geospatial Framework – national, global? 

4. What are the elements of the Action Plan and Road Map on means for implementation? 

5. How do we best consult with Member States and the global geospatial community in 
implementing this initiative? 

6. Should we assemble a small, strategic Task Team to implement the Agreement and develop 
the Action Plan and Road Map? Should we also consider donors and funding streams? 

Issues and considerations 


